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ABSTRACTS

Combination of Freedom and Tradition——Rereading Chinese Anthology of Southwest Associated University
Liu Dong

Thorough careful review of historical memory I went back to the particular time and place of Southwest As—
sociated University and therefore explained its fleeting short and precious moments with both reasons of his—
torical opportunities and personal efforts; then mainly around the text of Chinese Anthology of Southwest Associated
University 1 showed the great figurines of so many important scholars in such campus and based on their target
to combine freedom and tradition Chinese and science and National scholarship and Western scholarship 1 did

resolve so-called Qian Xuesen Puzzle which has long plagued academic circle in contemporary China.

Reflections on the Issue of Expropriating Theory off Literary Field
Zhang Jiang Wang Ning Zhou Xian and Zhu Liyuan
Since the beginning of the 1980s various contemporary Western literary theories have flooded into China ex—
erting strong and far-reaching impact on the construction and development of China’s literary theory. But Chinese
literary scholars and critics have not so far recognized this due to their own limitation and weakness. From 2012
onward Professor Zhang Jiang has published a series of articles in an attempt to analyze the problems and limita—
tions of contemporary Western theory. To him its fundamental defect lies in the so-called " mandatory interpreta—
tion" which is characterized by expropriating theory off literary field to construct its own theoretical system. We
here just publish the essays by Zhang Jiang Zhu Liyuan Wang Ning and Zhou Xian focusing on the expropria—
tion of theory off literary field in the hope of pushing forward the discussion on this issue.

The Volunteering Behavior of Urban Chinese Citizens and the Impact of Cultural Capital: An Empirical
Research Based on Survey Data from 27 Cities in China Liu Fengqin Lu Weijing Zhang Xiulan

This study examines the relationship between volunteer behavior and cultural capital using data from the
2011 Chinese urban resident philanthropy behavior survey. Tobit model is used to take account of the censored
data. Findings show that cultural capital variables have significant impact on volunteer behavior. The distinguis—
hing characteristics of Chinese urban volunteers are low—and middle-income communist party members educat—
ed and working at the party and government organs. The results also indicate that there is an inverted U-shaped
relationship between age and the propensity of volunteer participation. Based on the empirical findings the fol—
lowing policy suggestion is implicated: government should improve their propensity of volunteer participation by

means of flourishing Chinese fine culture guiding people to live a life which values morality.

State Corporatism: Theoretical Implications of Grassroot Organizations and Community Governance in
Singapore Wang Xinsong

The management of grassrool community organizations in Singapore has shown characteristics of state corpo—
ratism. A peak association of grassroot organizations exists at the state level and is given legitimacy and funding
support by the state. The peak association manages its members of grassroot organizations so that state policies
are able to be implemented in communities with the help of grassroot organizations. Meanwhile community needs
are conveyed through grassroot organizations to the state. State corporatism both allows for participation by grass—

root organizations and controls the level of participation ensuring a stable statesociety relations. However state
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corporatist management compromises the autonomy of grassroot organizations and partly disables bottom-up partic—
ipation in national governance thus posing challenges to political development in Singapore. The characteristics
of community governance in Singapore are not fully consistent with state corporatism but corporatism may pro—

vide a new analytic perspective for research on relations between state and grassroot community organizations.

Immediate Context Culture and Selective Attention: The Perceptions of Long-term Petitioners
Han Xiaoyan Tian Xiaoli
This article draws upon cognitive sociology to examine the phenomenon of long-term petitioners in China.
Petitioners form a particular kind of selective attention of their petitioning activities. Their selective attention is
shaped by the institutional arrangements of the petitioning system the cultural repertoire and the immediate
context they are located in as petitioners. These processes of selective attention lead to biased cognition of their
petitioning activities. They consider petitioning to be an activity that has extremely high expected economic re—
turns and extremely high sunk cost if quits is backed up by mainstream discourses and has the opportunities to
elevate their self-esteem. These perceptions provide psychological and cognitive motivations for their petitioning
strategies and consequently sustain their long-term behavior. Cognition is not just an individual process as well
as the also socially contingent. Immediate context and the cultural background in which individuals are located in

influence will be selectively ignored or attended to.

The Secretariat Drafters in the Tang Dynasty of China and How to Become Commissioned Posts

Lai Ruihe

The Secretariat Drafters of the Tang Dynasty like many of the high-ranking regular bureaucratic officials

very often had their duties of drafting imperial edicts taken over by other specially-appointed officials who were e—
qually well-versed in such matters. Modern historians call this a Commissioning Process whereby a specially—
commissioned official who normally had close relations with the Emperor took over the duties of a regular bu—
reaucratic official. After the An Lu-shan rebellion the Secretariat Drafters often had to work along with such
Commissioned Officials as the Hanlin Scholars and others carrying the title Imperial Edict Drafiers. This was a
slow and long process. In reality the Tang court was adopting a dual system sometimes relying on the regular
Secretariat Drafters sometimes calling on those special Commissioned Officials all depending on the specific
needs of individual emperors and the circumstances at the time. In the later part of the Tang Dynasty the Secre—
tariat Drafters gradually became mere nominal posts similar to the so-called Salary—velated Offices of the Song
Dynasty while the duty of drafting imperial edicts were increasingly performed by Commissioned Officials. This
was the final result of the long process in which Secretariat Drafters were being slowly replaced by Commissioned
Officials. In the early part of the northern Song such a process was finally completed. The Secretariat Drafters of
the Song Dynasty no longer had any duty drafting imperial edicts but became mere titular offices on which other

Commissioned Officials based their salary and rank.

Estimation on the Commercial Scale of Liaocheng in the Middle Qing——Focused on the Inscriptions of
Shan-shan Guilds Xu Tan

The guild inscriptions are presently the most useful material for estimating the commercial scale of ancient
commercial towns which demonstrated a fast growing business scale of Shan-shan merchants in the Middle Qing
through analyzing the inscriptions of Shan-shan guilds in Liaocheng. The business return was merely hundreds of
thousand tales in the early Qianlong and then grew to more than one million tales in the Jiaqing period. A lower
estimate about the turnover in the Daoguang period which was converted at a chouli rate of 1%0 was 2. 1 million
tales. The amount had quadrupled comparing with that in the early Qianlong period. Over 40 firms’ annual turn—

over exceeded 10 thousand tales several among those were 70 or 80 thousand or even more than one hundred of
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